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How We Got the Bible 

The Old Testament Canon Part 2 

Why do we have 39 books in our OT? We do not have 39 books in our Old Testament because they are 
the only books the ancient Hebrews wrote.  The books of our Bible are a sub-set of a larger collection of 
books.  Also, not every book written by a Bible author is included in the O.T.  There is something 
different about these 39 books. 

Canon: A list of sacred books considered genuine [dictionary definition] 

Canon: The Greek word kanon first indicated 
(1) a ‘reed’; 
(2) a ‘meauring stick or rod’; 
(3) a ‘rule’ like the Christian ‘rule of faith’ 

From this, ‘canon’ came to mean (4) a ‘list’ of scriptural, authoritative books. Canon means rule or 
authoritative. 

We believe the Holy Spirit decided and determined to bring the books together the way we have 
them.  It is important to understand that believers discovered rather than determined what 
books would be brought together.  Our view is that the Holy Spirit determined which books 
would be brought together.  For many people the canonicity of the Bible is the weak link in the 
chain of God’s revelation coming together in one volume for us today.  However the same Holy 
Spirit who inspired the writings is the Holy Spirit that brought the books together. 

Situation: Many books; the books that make up our O.T. are not the only books the ancient Hebrews 
wrote.   The Bible makes reference to other books we don’t have.  (Jasher, Joshua 10:13; the book of the 
wars of the LORD, Numbers 21:14; books of Samuel, Nathan, and Gad, 1Ch. 29:29; Iddo 2Ch. 12:15).  
Even ancient writings which are preserved are not a part of our Bible.  Even though some of them were 
authored by Bible authors.  These writings include the Apocrypha (hidden books) and Pseudepigrapha 
(false inscriptions).  Why are these books not included in our Bibles? 

 

1. Man did not decide the canon.   
2. Ancient manuscripts do not equal the canon. 
3. Codex does not equal canon. 

Early Christians would ask these questions: 

1) When was a book written? 
2) Was a book in the Hebrew canon? (considered canonical by the Jews?) 
3) Was a book read and accepted in the church? 
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Recognizing the canon in 3 periods: 

• Before Christianity (before 100 AD) 
• Early Christianity (100-400) 
• Reformation era (1500’s) 

Before Christianity 

1. These are the books that claim to be God’s Word.  Well over 1,200 times the OT claims 
to be from God.  ( See notes from The Bible’s Inspiration I, pp. 2)  OT writers confirm 
other books/writers. (Joshua 1:7 – Moses; 1Ki 2:3 – Moses; 2Ch. 36:21 – Jeremiah; 
Zechariah 8:9 – the prophets)  The Apocryphal books make no such claims. 
 

2. These books are accepted by Jesus and Apostles as canonical.  There are over 350 
references to the O.T. in the N.T.  Only four books are not quoted or alluded to; Ruth, 
Ezra, Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon.  
     Paul, in the book of Romans, quotes from Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Deuteronomy, 2 
Samuel, 1Kings, Job, Psalm, Proverbs, Isaiah, Hosea, Joel, Habakkuk and Malachi.   
In the book of Matthew Jesus mentions Moses, David, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Hosea, 
Jonah, and Micah, by name.  Jesus also mentions the “law and the prophets.” (Mt. 5:17; 
7:12; 11:13; 22:40) In Luke 24:44 Jesus says, “And he said unto them, These are the 
words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, 
which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, 
concerning me.” 

3. All the prophecies of those books have been fulfilled.  Nearly 300 Messianic prophecies 
alone have been fulfilled from some 22 books of the OT confirming the accuracy of 
those writings. 
Matthew 1:22 – Isaiah 
Matthew 2:5 – Micah 
Matthew 2:15 – Hosea 
Matthew 2:17 – Jeremiah 
Matthew 12:39 - Jonah 
Matthew 13:35 – David 
Matthew 24:15 – Daniel 
Acts 13:20 – Samuel 
Acts 13:40 – Habakkuk 

4. These are the books that the Jews accepted as divinely inspired.  The Jewish historian 
Josephus wrote around 90 A.D. the following: 
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a.   “I say, that we do not possess myriads of inconsistent books, conflicting with 
each other.  Our books, those which are justly accredited, are but two and twenty, 
and contain the record of all time.” 
     “Of these, five are the books of Moses, comprising the laws and the traditional 
history from the birth of man down to the death of the lawgiver.  This period falls 
only a little short of three thousand years.  From the death of Moses until 
Artaxerxes, who succeeded Xerxes as king of Persian, the prophets subsequent 
to Moses wrote the history of the events of their own times in thirteen books.  The 
remaining four books contain hymns to God and precepts for the conduct of 
human life.” 
 “From Artaxerxes to our own time the complete history has been written, but has 
not been deemed worthy of equal credit with the earlier records, because of the 
failure of the exact succession of the prophets.” 
     “We have given practical proof of our reverence for our own Scriptures. For, 
although such long ages have now passed, no one has ventured either to add, or to 
remove, or to alter a syllable; and it is an instinct with every Jew, from the day of 
his birth, to regard them as the decrees of God, to abide by them, and, if need be, 
cheerfully to die for them.” 

 
5. The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Old Testament canon. Between 1947 and 1956 more than 

220 “biblical” (canonical) scrolls were found in 11 caves in the Qumran area near the 
Dead Sea.  To date, every book of the O.T. has been found in the Dead Sea Scrolls except 
Esther. Most of these are in fragmentary form.  The Dead Sea Scrolls are dated from 
about 250 B.C. to 115 A.D. 

Early Christianity 

Bryennios List: Discovered a Christian manuscript dated 100-150 AD 
Melito of Sardis: 170 AD. Origen of Alexandria: ca. 185-254.  
Eusebias of Caesaria: ca. 260-339 
Jerome: 340-420. Spent most of his later life as a monk in Syria and Palestine. He was the most 
learned churchman of his time, and was commissioned by the bishop of Rome to produce an 
authoritative Latin version (the Vulgate). 
Augustine of Hippo: 354-430. Preface to the Books of the Kings. Circa A.D. 391. 

 

Reformation Era 

1502 Cardinel Ximenes 
1519 Martin Luther vs Catholic Johan Maier von Eck 



   
 

4 
 

1546 Council of Trent 
1560 Geneva Bible 
1611 King James Bible 
 

Conclusion 

Canon means authority!   
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